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Patterns and Trends in High-value 

Agriculture in Vietnam 

One of the objectives of the market access component of the IFAD-IFPRI Partnership 

Programme in Vietnam is to undergo an in-depth analysis of the patterns and trends in 

diversification into high-value agriculture.  Specifically, the analysis will make use of household-

level data from the 2001 and 2006 Agricultural Censuses and geographic information systems 

(GIS) data.  This analysis has particular relevance in Vietnam, where farmers have been 

diversifying from low-value staple food crops into higher-value commercial crops.  
 

The results of the 2001 Agricultural Census and the 2006 Agricultural Census have been merged 

at the commune level, allowing for analysis and maps that compare the spatial patterns in the 

two time periods.  A series of maps have been generated showing the changes in the share of 

crop land allocated to selected high-value crops (fruits, nuts, coffee, tea, and other perennial 

crops) at a high level of spatial disaggregation.  Some of these maps are presented here.  
 

The preliminary results suggest that there are significant changes in the allocation of agricultural 

land to high-value agricultural crops.  As expected, fruit crop production is concentrated in the 

Mekong Delta, the Southeast region, and to a lesser extent in the Northern Uplands.  Coffee 

production is highly concentrated in the Central Highlands region.  Analysis of the changes 

suggests significant “churning” – changes at the commune level that do not necessarily reflect a 

broader shift into or out of a crop.  The most notable large-scale change is a shift from coffee 

production to other high-value crops, particularly fruit, in the southern portion of the Central 

Highlands.  This presumably reflects the growing demand for fruit in Ho Chi Minh City, the 

largest and wealthiest city in Vietnam. For more information, see the box below and the maps 

to follow. 
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The changes in the share of land 
allocated to annual crops, shown 
on the right, provide evidence of 
shifts in population and 
diversification from agriculture into 
non-agricultural activities.  Around 
Hanoi, the yellow suggests there is 
little change because the land is 
already intensively cultivated.  In 
the sparsely populated northwest 
and central highlands, however, the 
dark green reflects population 
growth and in-migration which 
have increased the share of land 
used in annual crop production.  
North of Ho Chi Minh City, the red 
suggests that annual crop land is 
being converted to perennial crop 
land and into non-agricultural uses.   

The share of land allocated to 
perennial crops, shown on the left, 
indicates areas where farmers are 
diversifying into high-value crops 
such as coffee, tea, rubber, 
pepper, and various fruit crops.  
The yellow and light green in 
northern Vietnam suggests a mild 
shift into high-value crops.  The 
dark green in the central highlands 
and southeast region reflect the 
substantial diversification into 
coffee, fruit, and other tree-crops 
between 2001 and 2006.  In the 
extreme south, the red zones 
indicate a shift from tree crops 
(largely fruit) to other uses 
(including rice and shrimp 
production).   
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Main Perennial Crop in 2001 (left) compared with Main Perennial Crop in 2006 (right) 

   
 

Market Accessibility in Vietnam in 2006 (left) compared with Poverty Estimates at the 
Commune Level in 2006 (right) 
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For more information, visit the IFAD-IFPRI Partnership Blog http://ifadifpri.wordpress.com/. 
IFPRI ● 2033 K Street, NW ● Washington, DC ● 20006 ● www.ifpri.org 
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